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meddle and stimulate; they give to our streets and halls a vari¬ 
egated, flashing, exciting aspect, which at the best we may call 
brilliant and pictorial. They encourage artifice rather than art; 
they prefer crowded, ostentatious and novel things, for the artis¬ 
tic instinct, free from the masculine mind, is wilful and unrea¬ 
soning ; it asks only for excitement. If women have made so 
much confusion and ostentation in the domain of taste, left to 
themselves, would they increase the* harmony of, and develop 
justice in, legislation? What answer? 


. TO THE PUBLIC. 

T HE Publishing House by which the present Journal is issued 
has been extensively engaged, for nearly half a century, in 
the work of promoting general education, and diffusing infor¬ 
mation among the people of the United States, through the me¬ 
dium of valuable books, in all the leading departments of knowl¬ 
edge. In further pursuance of this important object, and 
recognizing the increasing tendency of the public to cultivate 
the periodical form of literature, the publishers have engaged 
in the enterprise of a Weekly Journal, which they design to 
make worthy of the liberal patronage of the reading com¬ 
munity. 

Omitting ordinary news, and avoiding partisan advocacy, both 
political and sectarian, the Journal will be devoted to general 
literature, to science, art, and education, and to the diffusion of 
valuable information upon subjects of public importance. It is 
intended to make use of all resources, original and selected, 
domestic and foreign, which can give interest and variety to its 
pages; and neither exertion nor expense will be spared to secure 
the aid of the best talent of the time. We abstain from the 
large professions and the parade of conspicuous names so com¬ 
mon on these occasions, and, trusting to the intelligence of the 
people, shall be content to let the Journal speak for itself. 






